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When it comes to remodeling projects, the bathroom and
kitchen have typically been the most common. This makes
sense because they are some of the most used and necessary
areas of the house. And while kitchens have been more
popular to remodel than bathrooms in previous years,
a recent report from the National Association of Home
Builders shows that bathroom remodels now have a slight
edge over their counterpart.
With the housing market still in recovery, a remodel is
a great way to make your home fresh and new again at
a much lower cost and none of the risk associated with
buying a new house. It’s also a great way to add value to
your house. According to Remodeling magazine, bathroom
remodels have a 77% recouped cost for mid-range homes
in the south Atlantic area, which is higher than the national
average of 72%.
There are a number of ways you can remodel your
bathroom. Here are some of the most popular trends we’ve
seen in the Atlanta area:
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Building in Suches
Now after 5 years of ownership, I am finally able to begin construction of a small barn, with an apartment,
on land that my wife Cheryl and I own in Suches, Georgia. Suches is beautiful and unspoiled. But as Cheryl
often reminds me, “The best thing is also often the worst thing.” Finding qualified tradespeople to build
there is spotty at best. So with Cruickshank Project Manager Bill Torp, and the generous help of my Suches
neighbor, my weekends have been substantially occupied since the end of January, with hands-on building.
It’s a slow process, but I love putting on my tool belt again. I will post progress photos in future newsletters.
And while I got my formal carpentry training on a First Year Building Project at The Yale School of
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Architecture, that was a long time ago. Working alongside Bill, I am constantly reminded of the greater skill
and knowledge of my Team at Cruickshank. I am indeed very fortunate.
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FREE-STANDING SOAKING TUBS
The deck mounted jetted tub has fallen out of favor.
Whether due to homeowner experience with them or
driven by the residential design press, free-standing tubs
of acrylic and solid surface materials, in contemporary or
traditional styling, are the top choice for master bathrooms.

SPA-LIKE FEEL
Going to a day spa is a luxurious experience, and
homeowners are increasingly bringing the spa experience
home with them. An emphasis on clean lines, natural
materials and natural light are helping give home
bathrooms a more spa-like feel.

WHITE WITH A “POP OF COLOR”
The clean, modern look of white is quickly becoming a
mainstay in home bathrooms. A background of white helps
make accent colors stand out, putting them center stage.

LARGER SHOWERS
Many homeowners are leaving the bathtub behind in favor
of a more open, spacious shower stall. Gone are the shower
curtains, and high walls of the tub. In their place are glass
shower doors, low step-ins or curbless, and multiple shower
heads. These are especially good for smaller bathrooms as
they give them a more open, spacious feel.

OPEN STORAGE
Any good bathroom needs plenty of storage space for
toiletries, towels, etc. More people are opting for open
cabinets and shelves for their storage solutions. This allows
items like towels and soaps to act as part of the decor,
serving both functional and fashionable roles.
con’t. on page 2

Recent Commercial Projects
In compiling the list of our recent projects, we were struck by the number of commercial projects we’ve done recently.
Traditionally, our commercial work is from a business person whose home we remodeled and who wanted the same level of
quality and service at their place of business. This time, however, our commercial projects are different. First, we continue to do
substantial repair and renovation projects on a private golf club. Being
a lover of history, I feel very fortunate to help update and preserve the
antebellum home that is the clubhouse, and improve the surrounding
grounds.
Last fall, while staffing our Capital City Country Club area major garden
project on the NARI Atlanta Tour of Remodeled Homes, Brad met Lisa
and Jeff Crowell. That meeting turned into extensive updating of Crowell
Brothers newly purchased funeral home in Buford. Part of the project
was the enlargement and upgrading of the cremation viewing room. We
created a large, living room-like space with a glass wall to the room with
the cremation retort. Jeff Crowell explained the growing trend of loved
ones wanting to view the cremation process. Some loved ones even place
special mementos on the casket.
The last couple commercial projects are for the Killian Hill Shopping Center in Lilburn where leasing activity is picking up. In
addition to periodic repair projects, we are subdividing a large space in preparation for a Korean BBQ restaurant.

Pepper – Our New Company Dog
In our Summer 2013 newsletter we featured Brad’s standard poodle, Clementine.
Clem was Brad’s companion on many camping and fishing trips and especially on
weekends at his farm in north Georgia. Clem came to work at 7am every morning
with Brad, and then got taken back to his wife, Cheryl when Brad went home for
lunch. She had a bed in Brad’s office and every one at Cruickshank loved her. Last
October, Clem succumbed to stomach cancer. Cheryl and Brad found “Louter Creek
Hunting Poodles” in Moreland, Georgia. They got their red standard poodle puppy
(born early November), subsequently named Pepper, just after Christmas. Pepper’s
father, Cooper, is a champion hunter/retriever and was featured in an episode of
Duck Dynasty. It’s easy to forget the trials of raising a puppy but Pep is coming along.
She has a bed in Brad’s office and is getting accustomed to the work routine. She, like Clem, especially likes Brad and Cheryl’s
north Georgia farm and riding fast in their Kubota utility vehicle, seated between them.

Trends & Ideas Con’t.
SKYLIGHTS AND MORE WINDOWS
Adding more natural light to your bathroom space doesn’t mean compromising your
privacy. Installing skylights are a great way to let in more of the Georgia sunshine.
Installing more and larger windows is another possibility, and there are plenty of
options for maintaining privacy through glass choice and window placement.
A bathroom remodel is just one way we can help you add value to your house and
make it feel new again. Feel free to get in touch with us if you have an idea you’d like
us to make into a reality.
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Cruickshank Remodeling News
ANOTHER CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR WIN!
On December 9, 2014, the Atlanta Chapter
of the National Association of the Remodeling
Industry presented Contractor of the Year
awards during the 22nd Annual Evening of
Excellence event. And what a great evening-we took home the award for Residential
Kitchen Over $150k! The Buckhead kitchen
remodel that won us the award was featured
in our Winter 2014 newsletter (avail. on our
website under the “News” category), so check
it out! If you would like to see it in person
(along with the family room renovation), it
will be on the 2015 NARI Atlanta Tour of Remodeled Homes, Saturday, October 24.

GUILDMASTER AWARD
We are very proud to announce that in May of 2015, Cruickshank Remodeling
earned recognition as a 2015 Guildmaster with Distinction from GuildQuality, the
nation’s leader in customer satisfaction surveying for the building industry. As stated
on the GuildQuality website, “The primary
requirement for receiving a Guildmaster
Award is exemplary customer service, as
demonstrated by an extremely high customer
recommendation rate. In the home building,
remodeling, and real estate industry, the
average customer recommendation rate for
businesses is approximately 70%. In order to
receive a Guildmaster Award, a member must
achieve a recommendation rate of 90% or
greater.” We are both proud and humbled by
this honor—thank you to all who respond to
the GuildQuality surveys!

Cruickshank
Care
“OUR MOST IMPORTANT TOOL ON
YOUR REMODELING PROJECT.”
CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE BROOM. 404.235.0988

Projects Since Winter 2014
Kitchen

1

Exterior repairs and repaint

2

Residential interior

4

Commercial / Institutional

6

Window and door replacement 2
Repairs

22

Deck addition

1

Design / Consulting

3

Total

41

BRIAN WARD MOVED TO OFFICE
If you call Brad regarding a new remodeling
project, you may well get referred to Brian Ward;
especially if you are a past client on whose project
Brian was Superintendent. Brian has worked in the
field as a carpenter and project superintendent for
Cruickshank since 2000, and has been working in
sales and estimating since January.

CITY OF ATLANTA RESIDENTS: DID YOU KNOW?
Residential general repair permits are required for
improvements to existing single family or two-family
residences; however, if the total cost of materials and labor are less than $2,500, a permit
is not required.
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